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AMFNDMFNTS TO THF CI AIMS 

Claim 1 has been amended, and claim 4 has been cancelled. A listing of the claims 
follows and replaces all prior listing of the claims. 

I ISTINfi OF THF CI AIMS 

Claim 1 (Currently amended): A lubricant composition having a mixing consistency (at 25^) 
adjusted to range from 265 to 475, for noise reduction of a speed reduction gear when filled into 
an engaged portion of a small gear and a large gear of the speed reduction gear, the lubricant 
composition consisting essentially of: 
a lubricating base oil; 

a thickener that is a calcium sulfonate-based thickener comprised of calcium sulfonate and 
that is mixed into the lubricating base oil to prevent oil separation; and 

fine buffer particles that are dispersed within the lubricating base oil so that the lubricant 
composition has the mixing consistency (at 25 °C) adjusted to range from 265 to 475, and that 
are composed of any one k i nd of f i ne part i c l es se l ected from the group cons i st i ng of: (a) buffer 
part i c l es hav i ng a that have an average particle diameter, Di, ranging from 100um to 200um + 
and be i ng that are made of soft resin selected from the group consisting of polyolefin resin, 
polyamide resin, polyester resin, polyurethane resin, polyacetal resin, polyphenylene oxide 
resin, polyimide resin, fluororesin and thermosetting urethane resin, for use when one of the 
small gear and the large gear is made of a resin and another of the small gear and the large 
gear is made of a metal, in an amount of from 20 to 300 parts by weight, based on 1 00 parts by 
weight of a total amount of the lubricating base oil and the calcium sulfonate-based thickener; 
(b) part i c l es hav i ng i ntermed i ate hardness made of a mater i a l wh i ch i s softer than a gear tooth 
surface made of a meta l and i s harder than a gear tooth surface made of a res i n, for use when 
one of the sma ll gear and the l arge gear i s made of the res i n and another of the sma ll gear and 
the l arge gear i s made of the meta l , i n an amount of from 3 to 50 parts by we i ght, based on 100 
parts by we i ght of a tota l amount of the l ubricat i ng base o il and the ca l c i um su l fonate - based 
th i ckener, and 
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(c) meta l part i c l es made of a meta l wh i ch i s softer than a gear tooth surface made of a 
meta l , for use when both the sma ll gear and the l arge gear are made of the meta l , i n an amount 
of from 3 to 50 parts by we i ght, based on 1 00 parts by we i ght of a tota l amount of the l ubr i cat i ng 
base o il and the ca l c i um su l fonate - based th i ckener . 

Claim 2 (Previously presented): The lubricant composition according to claim 1 , wherein the 
calcium sulfonate-based thickener is a complex of calcium sulfonate and at least one calcium 
salt selected from the group consisting of calcium carbonate, a higher fatty acid calcium salt, a 
lower fatty acid calcium salt, and calcium borate. 

Claims 3-6 (Cancelled). 

Claim 7 (Previously presented): The lubricant composition according to claim 1 , wherein the 
lubricating base oil has a kinematic viscosity ranging from 5 to 200 mm 2 /s (40 °C). 

Claim 8 (Withdrawn): A speed reduction gear, comprising: 
a small gear; and 

a large gear that engages the small gear and defines a region including an engaged 
portion of both gears that is filled with the lubricant composition of claim 1 . 

Claim 9 (Withdrawn): An electric power steering apparatus, comprising: 
a steering mechanism; 

a speed reduction gear according to claim 8; and 

an electric motor for steering assist having an output that is transmitted to the steering 
mechanism by reducing its speed through the speed reduction gear . 
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